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            AB 1348 – Farmer Equity Act
SUMMARY
AB 1348 adds the definition of “Socially Disadvantaged Farmers” to the Food and Agriculture Code and ensures the inclusion of Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers in the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of food and agriculture laws at the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA). 
BACKGROUND
The federal government’s Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 defines a “Socially Disadvantaged Group” as a group whose members have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice without regard to their individual qualities. These groups include people who are African American, American Indian, Alaskan native, Hispanic, Asian-American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander. 
Historically, members of socially disadvantaged groups have been subject to discriminatory practices in agriculture, being denied land ownership in the early 19th and 20th centuries and, more recently, experiencing delays or disproportional denial with government loans. 
A study commissioned in 1994 by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) confirmed that the largest loans from the USDA went to corporations and white male farmers. The loans given to farmers who were African American averaged 25% less than those given to white farmers. Additionally, the majority of disaster payments went to white farmers (97%), while less than 1% of went to African American farmers. 
Instances such as these led to the codification of “Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers” in the USDA’s 1990 Farm Bill, creating the Outreach and Assistance for Socially Disadvantaged and Veteran Farmers and Ranchers Program. The Program provides grants to organizations that work with historically underserved and socially disadvantaged farmers and assists them in owning and operating farms 
Across urban and rural settings, California’s farmers and ranchers are diverse. California has the largest population of Asian-American farmers, and ranks third in the nation of Hispanic farmers. While diversity in farmers continues to increase annually, data from the 2012 census shows that farmers of color tend to farm smaller farms, earn less money on average, and receive 36% less in government funding than their white counterparts.
Currently, the CDFA does not have focused outreach, technical assistance, resources, or decision-making space for socially disadvantaged farmers.

THIS BILL

AB 1348 will support socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers in California by defining a “Socially Disadvantaged Group” as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of a group and a “Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher” as a farmer or rancher who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group.
This bill will empower farmers by ensuring that CDFA includes socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers in the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of socially disadvantaged farmers in programs and policies. It also requires CDFA to create a position within the department to support socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers.
Additionally, CDFA will prepare a report by January 1, 2020 on efforts to serve socially disadvantaged farmers and all women farmers and ranchers in California. The report will include recommendations on how to improve processes to include socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. 
SUPPORT

· National Hmong American Farmers
· San Joaquin Valley Rural Development Center

· Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural
· Center for Land-Based Learning
· Farms to Grow, Inc.

· Ecological Farming Association

· Pesticide Action Network
· Community Alliance for Agroecology

· Feed the Hunger Foundation
· Fresno Economic Opportunities Commission

· Asian Farmers Alliance

· Center for Urban Education about Sustainable Agriculture

· Center for Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems

· Northern California Community Loan Fund

· Agriculture & Land-Based Training Association (ALBA)

· Grassroots House

· Slow Food Los Angeles

· National Young Farmers Coalition

· California Alliance of Farmers’ Markets

· California Climate and Agriculture Network (CalCAN)
· San Diego Food System Alliance

· Pie Ranch

· Puenta de la Costa Sur

· Friends of the Earth

· Rural Communities Resource Center

· Coastside Farmers’ Markets

· California FarmLink

· Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF)
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