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Turkish Organic Cotton Production: That’s Not Local!
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Turkey leads the world in organic cotton production, so it seemed
like a very logical place for the Organic Exchange to host their
2005 conference. It was pretty exciting for CAFF’s Sustainable Cotton
Project to be included. I was invited to Izmir, Turkey, not just for

the Organic Exchange (OE) conference but also for a farm network
meeting with others involved in organic cotton production worldwide.
Each year the OE holds its annual conference at a location important

to the world of cotton production and Izmir was no exception. A city

of about two million on the Aegean Sea, Izmir has been an important
cotton producer and clothing and textile exporter for decades.

So why was the Berkeley-based Organic Exchange hosting a
meeting on organic cotton? To quote their Web site, “The Organic

oo
xchange is a nonprofit organization that is focused on transition-

ing 10% of the world’s demand for and supply of cotton to organic
within the next 10 years. Cotton is one of the world’s most important
agricultural crops and is noted for being one of the most chemically
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intensive crops grown. Cotton is used by all of us for our clothing, in
our homes and even our personal care products. It is food too, since
cottonseed oil is used in many processed foods — cookies, crackers,
along with use as a salad or cooking oil. Cottonseed is also a mainstay
in animal feed, fed to dairy, beef cattle and poultry.”

Turkish Cotton continued on page 6

The Growers Collaborative

For the past three years, CAFF’'s Community Food Systems
program has been running a pilot produce-distribution project
in Ventura — the Gold Coast Growers Collaborative — to source
fresh, local produce for school districts in the area, including Ventura
Unified and Ojai Unified. The development of this pilot distribution
system was funded by a USDA Value-Added grant. Based on the
project’s preliminary successes, in 2006 CAFF will develop the proj-
ect into a “social venture” business, expanding into more schools and
other institutions. Plans include setting up distribution hubs in the
Bay Area, the Central Coast, and the San Joaquin and Sacramento
valleys over the next three years.

The capacity of the Growers Collaborative will expand as it works
with both small family farmers and mid-sized “Ag in the Middle”
farmers. Key support from the Association for Land-Based Learning
(ALBA), the Hmong-American Farmers’ Association, and the Cali-
fornia African-American Farmers’ Association could build the Grow-
ers’ Collaborative into an important distribution arm for California’s
ethnic and limited-resource farming communities.

The Growers Collaborative will serve schools and other large
public-sector institutions such as hospitals and universities, yet an
important aspect of the viability of the pilot has been the develop-

Collaborative continued on page 2

Winter 2006 Agrarian Advocate 1



On(fff

O0moooCIoo0oomoo o
LR o [
000000 00C1I00000000 0oooo

~Juul 000 000CI00000 Juww] 000 0000
000000000 O 000000000

I 0 00 0 )
J0000000I0O000an0 00000000 inonooo0mooot0OdmOomom
8 0 0

The Agrarian Advocate/Farmer to Farmer 0110000000000
08 0 0

Agrarian: _1I0! )0I000I0000000I0nDO00000100000Iea
0 T A W (A A W
uuuuI0I00IDIODo00O000a

Welcome Anya Fernald
CAFF’s new Community Food Systems

Program Director

Anya Fernald comes to us from her previous posi-
tion in Italy as Program Director of the Slow
Food Foundation. There she worked to conserve agri-
cultural biodiversity and to promote rural agricultural
economies, with projects in over 25 countries. The Slow
Food Foundation was created to protect biodiversity
and to market and promote traditional foods. In 2004,
Anya was also responsible for recruitment and planning for the 720 Canadian and
American delegates at Terra Madre: A World Meeting of Food Communities. Before
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joining Slow Food in 2000, Anya was the communications director at a rural devel-
opment project in Ragusa, Sicily, where she developed business planning techniques
and communications strategies for a group of 50 artisan cheesemakers.

A mlavii i e Anya began working with CAFF last July as Program Director of Community
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OO D S e e e Food Systems. With a broad understanding of regional and local food systems,
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00000000000 can visit their Web site at at www.slowfoodfoundation.com. You can email Anya at
A — anya@caff.org with questions or to welcome her to our California community. §™
0000000000000 TOU0IT00
0000I0MoCro0o000O0n00 0aoniootm
000000000000 000000 c ' C 0 d s
B AFF § ommunlty Foo YStems Program
0
OOIO0o0nooNO0oI00000000000I0000000000000000 The Communlty Food Systems program connects consumers to food
0i0000OIboOIO000DDO0mOLateo c 1 . . . .
producers, providing information, access and education through practical,
000010000000 tv-dri 1
I community-driven projects.
O0OIOIONO0COo0000N0 00000000 00000000000 ST .
OIO00I0] 0000000000 0000000 000000010000 To fulfill this mission, we operate these projects:
OomoOn * The Farm to School Project
T T TR VR U 00000000000 .
* The Buy Fresh Buy Local Campaign
DODI0000I0IO0n0] -
ia{w{im i an TN00N00000000 * The Growers Collaborative
{aisulinlunis
OO00N0OCONOOT00O 00000 000NO00I000C
000000 0000I00cEn o Collaborative continued from front page 1
00O 000N 0000000 00N00I] 000mO00000000 00T
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e has agreed to develop a pilot project for sourcing local food for 19 Northern Califor-
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I0MO000E 000000000 000000000 000 involvement in Kaiser’s planning could be a great development in local food sourcing
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s s o evelopment of the project with help from onsulting, a social venture strategic
planning firm. Members of the team include CAFF board members, staff, and repre-
O0000I00I00N0 OO000IOO0In0n es of fis ch be i di line with CAEF on this proi
S A sentatives of nonprofits that may be interested in working wit on this project,
e OO0 such as ALBA. CAFF staff member Judy Blue, who has led the Ventura project for
the past three years, is an integral part of the planning team, as is Stephanie Johnson,
—Volume 27 Winter— a new arrival at CAFF who has 30 years of experience with produce distribution and
0 oI ] WhO built Terra Fl‘CSh, a fruit and vegetable packing and brokering business based in
0I00000000000000 CI00000000000000 the San]oaquin Valley. ”,‘
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Thank You for Your Support

CAFF Appreciates the Support of these Foundations, Collaborators, & Major Donors who funded CAFF’s work in 2005
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Policy Update continued from front page 8

the strong bi-partisan support in the Legislature was promising, and
Assemblyman Pedro Nava has said he wants to try again in 2006.
CAFF and the California Food and Justice Coalition, co-sponsors of
AB 826, are working together to decide how best to proceed.
O00oon0ooon

CAFF members are aware of the many attributes of industrial hemp as
an agricultural crop, and CAFF has supported legislation in the past to
allow its production in California. This year CAFF is supporting AB
1147 (Leno), which will establish rules by which California farmers can

grow and process hemp. A recent court ruling, which makes a bright-
line distinction between synthetic THC and the minute amounts of
naturally-occurring THC in the hemp plant, has strengthened the case
for the legal production of hemp. AB 1147 is in Assembly Agriculture
Committee and will be heard by mid-January. CAFF is on record in
support of AB 1147 and will work for its passage. ™

CAFF members, your voice makes a difference! Write your local legislators
and let them know what you think about the bills you read about in the
this update. You can find your Assemblymember and Senator and their
contact information at www.assembly.ca.gov and www.sen.ca.gov.
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Community Alliance with Family Farmers
P.O.Box 363
Davis, CA 95617

Become a CAFF member and
cultivate healthy farms,
food & communities.

Bty lsirs pLey |
SECURE DONATIONS
BY GROUNDSPRING.arg

A collaboration with
groundspring.org now offers
you a secure way to make
donations online at CAFFis
Web site www.caff.org
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California Food & Farming Policy Update
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Off-year legislative recesses are usually a quiet time for state politics,
but in 2005 the entire legislative year was dominated by the extracur-
ricular activity surrounding the special election. For Governor Schwar-
zenegger the results proved to bear out the predictions of his critics: the
special election was ill-advised and backfired mightily on the Governor.

Unlike other governors, who spend years climbing the ladder
and learning their craft, Schwarzenegger’s entire political matura-
tion has occurred in the public spotlight of the Governor’s office.
It’s been a fascinating show. The first act, featuring a charismatic
outsider who ran against entrenched politicians and special
interests, opened to rave reviews. But the decision to raise unprec-
edented amounts of special interest money in order to campaign
against teachers, nurses, and firefighters will go down in political
history as a blunder of the first order.

Ironically the deep partisan rancor generated by the special elec-
tion may result in a more productive 2006. Whereas little of import
was achieved in the Legislature in 2005, Schwarzenegger’s post-elec-
tion makeover has included much talk of cooperation with the Legis-
lature, and he and legislative leaders are talking with one voice about
big agenda items such as a bond measure to finance the rebuilding of
California’s deteriorating infrastructure. Schwarzenegger also recently

hired Susan Kennedy, former state Democratic Party boss and senior
adviser to former Governor Gray Davis, as his new chief of staff.
What does it mean? Who knows? It’s never been done before.
0000000000000000cm

The Sonoma County initiative to place a moratorium on the use of
agricultural genetically modified organisms in the county was defeated
in November, leaving the future of such efforts in doubt. GMO
proponents — who have fought the county initiatives — may redouble
their efforts to pass SB 1056 (Florez), which would prohibit local
governments or voters from enacting local ordinances to restrict GMO
use. The bill would draw considerable opposition from a broad range
of interests who oppose restrictions on local authority. Meanwhile, AB
984 (Laird), which protects innocent farmers from GMO contamina-
tion, must be heard in the Assembly Agriculture by mid-January.

CAFF and other organizations are working with Assemblyman Laird to
determine how to amend his bill to get it out of committee.
000O00I00000000000

Despite the Governor’s veto of AB 826 (Nava), which would have
established a statewide Farm-to-School program, there is reason to be
hopeful that a similar measure might be enacted in 2006. Discussions
with Secretary of Agriculture A.G. Kawamura have been promising,

Policy Update continued on page 7
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